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Will the Sangha with great virtue,
out of compassion, for the sake of
this assembly and all living beings,
Please turn the wonderful
Dharma-wheel, to teach us how to
leave suffering and attain bliss,
and end birth and death and
quickly realize non-birth.
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Namo Fundamental Teacher
Shakyamuni Buddha
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Verse for Opening a Sutra

:%.I:Eﬁkﬁiy /i
BTEHHESE
RS REFRE
FEEE U 2R EH B &



Supreme and wondrous
Dharma, subtle and profound,
rarely is encountered,
even in billions of eons; but
now we see and hear it, and
accept it reverently; may we
truly understand the Buddha'’s
actual meaning.
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THE ESSENTIAL EXPLANATION OF THE BUDDHA
SPEAKS OF AMITABHA SUTRA
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UNDERSTANDING THE PURE LAND
The Depth and Scope of Great
Master Ouyi’s Commentary on the
Amitabha Sutra

The late Venerable Master Hsuan
Hua introduced us disciples to the
Pure Land from the outset of his
teaching. In 1968, as we listened to
the Master’s explanation of the
Shurangama Sutra,
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we learned that rebirth in the
Pure Land is possible for
ordinary people like us. That
fact immediately inspired
deep faith in me! One need
hot be a sage to gain rebirth in
Amitabha Buddha’s Land of
Ultimate Bliss. The
Shurangama passage reads
that at the death of ordinary
human beings,
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If pure mental activity alone is present
in their minds, they will soar upward
and can certainly be born in the
heavens. While in this soaring state of
mind, if they have both blessings and
wisdom, and if they have vowed to be
reborn in a pure land, their minds will
naturally open, and they will see the
Buddhas of the ten directions. They
can then be reborn in any one of the
pure lands in accordance with their
wish.
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